REMARKS -GENERAL : 



Claims Rejections- 35 USC s 102. 

Applicant has amended claims 1-4 to point out and distinctly claim subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims Rejections-35 USC s 102 

The rejection of Hamann overcome 

This Office Action rejected the patent-ability over Hamann citing claims were anticipated . 
With regards to Hamann' s claims featuring a tapered needle shaft with a pointed end and a 
pinched gate (20) , tapered pointy or tapered blunt instruments are not used to style hair, in 
particular African textured hair and would pick at or destroy the cuticle layer of hair (See 
Exhibit A). The current invention has a non tapered tail with rounded ends similar to current 
hairstyling implements (See exhibit B). 

In regards to Hamann' s pinched gate the current invention does not have this feature as hair 
sections are held in place by gentle pressure utilizing the texture or coils found naturally in hair 
specific to African textured hair. Hamann' s pinch has a tiny opening which corrals the hair with 
an extremely small opening leading into the terminal end. This would require the opening to be 
thinner than the diameter of a strand of hair. 

None of the patents or applications cited are suitable or have the unique features of this current 
invention. The hairstyle dreadlocks is common to ancient man yet no one to date has patented a 
tool for the aid in styling this textured style. If this invention were obvious or non unique it 

10 



would have existed long before now as the hair on the head existed long before the sewing of 
garments. 

CONCLUSION 

For all of the above reasons, applicant submit that the claims are now in proper form and claims 
define patent ability over the prior art. Applicant has also included documents which support its 
novelty, unobvious -ness, and patentably over prior art. Therefore Applicant submits this 
application is now in condition for allowance, which action we now respectfully submit. 

If for any reason this application is not believed to be in full condition for allowance, applicant 
respectfully request the constructive assistance and suggestions of the Examiner pursuant to 
M.P.E.P. s 2173.02 and s 707.07 (f) in order that the applicant can place this application in 
allowable condition as soon as possible and without need for further proceedings. 

Very respectfully, 




Debra Belton 
Applicant Pro Se 
Enclosed Exhibits A-B 
15183 Chamisal 
Chesterfield, MO 63017 
636-536-6974 
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EXHIBIT A 



now tiair lypes and Structure Dili 




Figure 5.4 The hair shaft 



Sebaceous, or oil, glands consist of little sac-like structures in the der- 
mis. Their ducts are connected to hair follicles. Sebaceous glands frequently 
become troublemakers by overproducing and bringing on a common form 
of oily dandruff. Normal secretion of an oily substance from these glands, 
called sebum, gives luster and pliability to the hair and keeps the skin surface 
soft and supple. The production of sebum is influenced by diet, blood circu- 
lation, emotional disturbances, stimulation of endocrine glands, and drugs. 

Endrocrine glands. The secretions of the endocrine glands influ- 
ence the health of the body. Any disturbance of these glands can affect the 
health of the body and, ultimately, the health of the hair. 

Drugs, such as hormones, can adversely affect the hair's ability to 
receive permanent waving and other chemical services. 

Hair Shaft Structure 



lihe hair shaft consists of three parts: 

1. cuticle 

2. cortex 

3. medulla 



How Hair Types and Structure Differ / 65 

: 





Figure 5.5a Straight hair 



Figure 5.5b Wavy hair 




Figure 5.5c Curly hair Figure 5.5d Coily hair 

In structure and form, hair is classified into three general configura- 
tions. As the hair grows away from the scalp, it assumes the shape and size of 
the hair follicle. 



.^■•^••,v ; - . : — \, %;: - • ~ - 

A ^bss Section yieiA) of the hair under a micror 



1. straight hair is usually round 

2. wavy hair is oval to round 
3 curly hair is almost flat -V 
4. coiled or kinky hair is fla t and. spiraled 



Anyone can have straight, wavy, or curly hair, regardless of their race. 



EXHIBIT B 



Chapter 1 



Brushing and Combing 




LEARNING OBJECTIVES 



INTRODUCTION 



SPECIAL 
CONSIDERATIONS IN 
BRUSHING AND 
COMBING 



BRUSHING 



When to Brush 



After you have mastered this chapter, you will be able to: 

1. Explain what must be determined before brushing or combing 
Black hair. 

2. List five reasons to avoid brushing the Black client's hair. 

3. Give the procedure for brushing Black hair. 

4. Give the procedure for combing Black hair. 

Because of its density, texture and curl configuration, the Black 
client's hair can break more easily than Caucasian hair. Caution 
then must be exercised when brushing or combing Black hair. 

Many Black clients rely on chemical services such as relaxing 
and soft curl perming to keep their hair manageable. The regrowth 
at the scalp will be a different texture from the rest of the hair. Each 
section must be separately considered when brushing and combing. 

You will have to determine the following: 

• If the client's hair has been chemically relaxed, soft curl permed, 
pressed, or left in its natural state. 

• If the hair warrants brushing, combing, or both. 

• What service you are about to perform. 

Brushing distributes the oils from the scalp throughout the hair. 
Brushing also stimulates oil and lymph glands and increases 
circulation. 

Brushing is advisable: 

1. If the client's hair and scalp are excessively dry. Brushing will 
stimulate oil production and distribute the oils throughout the hair. 

2. To evenly distribute products such as pomade. 

3. As a styling technique to remove roller lines after a set. 
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Procedure for Brushing 



Brushing and Combing 

1. Remove hair ornaments. 

2. Detangle with a wide-tooth comb. 

3. Section the hair into four parts: forehead to nape; ear to ear. 

4. Work forward starting at the nape. Hair at the nape usually has 
the tightest curl pattern, which makes it the most difficult to brush. 
It is not necessary to brush briskly. Always use a gentle, but firm, 
touch. 

5. Brush gently, in sections, until you reach the forehead. 

6. Take the brush and begin brushing in 1/2-inch sections using 
your other hand to hold the hair you are not brushing out of your 
way. 

7. Brush downward. Never use reverse brushing « it will tangle the 
client's hair and can cause breakage. 

8. Hold the ends of long hair taut to stretch out the curls and protect 
hair while brushing. 

COMBING You'll have to master combing if you are to detangle sections, 
make partings, and style the Black client's hair. 

Detangling Detangling is the first step in every professional service you will 
perform on the Black client. Excessively curly hair must be detangled 
carefully and gently due to its fragile composition. 
You will need the following combs: 

1 . Detangling comb. This is a wide-tooth comb with smooth, heavy 
teeth molded into an S-pattern. Teeth should be spaced 
approximately 1/8 inch apart. This comb usually has two rows 
of teeth (Figure 1-2). 

2. Basic wide-tooth comb. This may be used as long as there 
is sufficient space between the teeth. This comb usually has only 
one row of teeth (Figure 1 -3). 




Figure 1-2. Detangler comb 
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Figure 1-3. Wide-tooth comb 
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